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COLLEGE SEARCH

WHAT TO CONSIDER?

● Cost & Financial Aid
● Location & Setting
● Distance from home
● Selectivity
● Size of Campus
● Number of students

● Type - Public or Private
● Majors 
● Special Programs
● Student Organizations
● Athletics
● Affiliations 



FINDING YOUR COLLEGE FIT

      ● Academic Fit

● Social Fit

● Financial Fit

Fit happens over time and requires effort on the part of the student. 
There maybe more than one “perfect” fit school for you!



COLLEGE ADMISSION DECISIONS...
● Your HS Grades 
● Strength of curriculum - rigorous courses?
● SAT & ACT scores - many colleges are now test optional
● Essay / Personal Statement
● Letters of Recommendation (LOR)
● Demonstrated interest - visit/tour? meet with reps?
● Class Rank 
● Interview / Portfolio
● Extracurricular Activities /Leadership positions



How many colleges should I apply to?
                    *5 - 8 is ideal*

● Safety Schools - Your test scores and GPA exceed the 
minimum requirements

● Fit/Match - Your test scores and GPA are within the required 
standards

● Dream/Reach - Your test scores are at the tail end or don’t meet 
the minimum requirements



JUNIOR YEAR CHECKLIST
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SAT & ACT
Are you wondering whether to take the SAT or ACT ? 

Getting your best score on the SAT or ACT can be a powerful way to 
stand out to colleges. During the pandemic, colleges have introduced 
flexibility and choice into the admissions process. 

Some students may decide that their application is stronger without a 
score, but for students whose GPA may have suffered or who couldn’t 
participate in extracurricular activities, the SAT or ACT score could 
strengthen applications.

TEST DATES & REGISTRATION INFO

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1628865454/cvsdnet/pdfogndcdy1by0zmbo3d/SAT_ACTTestdates2021-22.pdf
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SAT & ACT SCORES
Due to COVID, many colleges are test optional

Your scores are NOT reported on your CV transcript

It is the student’s responsibility to know the college’s policy.

Self-reporting test scores schools will require official scores 
if accepted



SENIOR YEAR – CHECKLIST



VISITS

-TAKE A CAMPUS TOUR

-VISIT AS MANY SCHOOLS AS POSSIBLE 

-OPEN HOUSE, INFORMATION SESSION, INTERVIEW

-THREE SCHOOL DAYS FOR VISITS TO COLLEGE CAMPUSES ARE PERMITTED JUNIOR AND SENIOR YEAR 
(COLLEGE VISIT FORM IN HS GUIDANCE OFFICE)

Sign up for Rep Visits via Naviance! 
Online virtual campus tours have 
become extremely popular - especially 
this year!



COLLEGE REP VISITS
View on Naviance Home Page under What’s New!



THE APPLICATION

APPLY ONLY TO COLLEGES YOU 
WANT TO ATTEND!!

STEP 1:  APPLY



APP
LY!!!

WAYS TO APPLY

● Direct - College’s Official Website
● Common App 
● Coalition App

Colleges will utilize your email address to communicate with you 
regarding your application.  Check your email and save your 
application login info- username & password 

Good morning,
Can you please share with me your log and hashtag so we can promote it on our website and put it in the brochure?  Also, if you are on social media we'd love for you to promote the event and tweet it out!!

http://www.manchesterhistoricsocietypa.com/Manchester_Historical_Society/2015_House_Tour.html

Thanks,

Megan

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
http://www.manchesterhistoricsocietypa.com/Manchester_Historical_Society/2015_House_Tour.html


www.commonapp.org

The Common App is an 
option for many 
colleges. (over 900)

It allows students to 
complete one 
application that can be 
sent to more than one 
college. 



APP
LY!!!

For non Common App colleges use the 

college’s official website to apply.

APPLY
Colleges will utilize your email 
address to communicate with you 
regarding your application.  

Check your email and 
save your username/password log-in

Good morning,
Can you please share with me your log and hashtag so we can promote it on our website and put it in the brochure?  Also, if you are on social media we'd love for you to promote the event and tweet it out!!

http://www.manchesterhistoricsocietypa.com/Manchester_Historical_Society/2015_House_Tour.html

Thanks,

Megan

http://www.manchesterhistoricsocietypa.com/Manchester_Historical_Society/2015_House_Tour.html


APPLICATION TYPES
• Rolling Admission: NO application deadline.  Ongoing decisions are made all 

throughout the year. Priority given to those applying early.  Can depend on major.

• Early Action: (non-binding) typically apps due in November, recommended. 
Decisions mid January

• Early Decision:  BINDING!  Can only apply early DECISION to ONE college.  
Application deadline is usually November 1st or Nov. 15th.  You may apply to other 
colleges under Early Action.  YOU MUST COMMIT TO COLLEGE ONCE 
ACCEPTED!!!  Sometimes there is an advantage with admissions decisions & 
financial aid when applying early decision

• Regular Decision:  Deadline – usually January 1st.  Decisions released April 1st.  
Students have till May 1st to commit



APPLICATION 
WHO SENDS WHAT???

STUDENT

• APPLICATION & FEES

• ESSAY

• TEST SCORES (IF REQUIRED 
FROM THE TESTING CENTER)

• PORTFOLIO AND/OR AUDITION

SCHOOL COUNSELOR

• OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT 
• APPLICATION FEE WAIVER

• TEACHER/COUNSELOR LETTERS 
OF RECOMMENDATION



APPLICATION TIPS
BE CONSISTENT WITH YOUR NAME

USE RELIABLE CONTACT INFORMATION

SAVE YOUR USERNAME/PASSWORDS/WEB ID



Step 2:  NAVIANCE STUDENT
https://student.naviance.com/chartiersvhs

Select Continue 
with SSO

 Single Sign On

using your CVSD 
email account 

https://student.naviance.com/chartiersvhs


• VIEW ADMISSIONS DATA (SPECIFIC TO CV)

• SEARCH & SAVE FAVORITE COLLEGES 

• VIEW SCHEDULE & REGISTER TO MEET WITH COLLEGE REPS 
VISITING THE HIGH SCHOOL

• COMPLETE SURVEYS & REQUEST LETTERS OF REC

• FIND LIST OF SCHOLARSHIPS

• INDICATE WHERE YOU HAVE APPLIED AND HOW 

• UPDATE DECISIONS AND WHERE YOU WILL ATTEND

Naviance 
Family 
Connecti
on

NAVIANCE STUDENT
https://student.naviance.com/chartiersvhs

https://student.naviance.com/chartiersvhs


RECOMMENDATION LETTERS

TEACHE

R 
RECOM
MENDAT
ION 
LETTERS

-ASK 
EARLY.  
LEAVE THE 
WRITER 
TIME (ONE 
MONTH)

-COMPL

ETE 
TEACHE

R DATA 
COLLECT

ION 
FORM 
IN 
NAVA
N
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-

Letter of Recommendation (LOR) - Teacher

• Ask early.  Teacher should have 3 weeks to write letter.
• Log into Naviance - College tab - Apply - LOR
• Select Teacher & Add Request
• Complete Teacher Rec Letter Survey (in About Me - Surveys from your 

School)
• Write a thank-you note to your teachers

NO MORE THAN 2 TEACHER LETTERS

Counselor Recommendation Letter/Written Evaluation 
● Same as above, but complete the “counselor letter of recommendation”
● Only if application requires, should you request a counselor letter



Teacher Letter of Recommendation Request 

Request letter of 
recommendation 
from teacher in 
drop down list

Complete 
questions and 
surveys

NO PAPER

Request is sent via 
email to teacher



STEP 3:  
Transcript Request Form 

(Half Blue Sheet)

• Transcript Request Form can be picked 
up in the HS /Student Services Office or printed 

• Print and complete a form for EACH college 

YOU MUST ALLOW 5 SCHOOL DAYS FOR TRANSCRIPT AND 
MATERIALS TO BE PROCESSED! 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1630001192/cvsdnet/utqcygal23aqrencxl4o/TRANSCRIPTREQUESTcurrentstudent2021.pdf




STEP 1:  APPLY TO YOUR COLLEGES

STEP 2:  LOG INTO NAVIANCE STUDENT AND ADD 
YOUR COLLEGES AND LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
REQUESTS

STEP 3:  COMPLETE THE TRANSCRIPT REQUEST 
FORM (BLUE SHEET) AND RETURN TO STUDENT 
SERVICES/GUIDANCE OFFICE

RECAP



 AFTER ACCEPTANCE
• SHARE YOUR NEWS WITH COUNSELORS TO INDICATE THE DECISION IN NAVIANCE 

STUDENT

• WAIT FOR FINANCIAL AID PACKAGES

• YOU HAVE UNTIL MAY 1 TO MAKE DECISION AND PAY YOUR DEPOSIT.

• NO SENIORITIS….COLLEGES WILL RESCIND ACCEPTANCE OFFER IF YOUR FINAL 
GRADES ARE NOT SUFFICIENT AND/OR DUE TO IRRESPONSIBLE SOCIAL MEDIA 
POSTINGS ON INSTAGRAM, TWITTER, FACEBOOK, ETC…



FINANCIAL AID
FAFSA  - APPLICATION OPENS OCTOBER 1ST (TOMORROW!)

SENIORS - FAFSA COMPLETION NIGHT (VIRTUAL EVENT)
OCTOBER 12, 2021 @ 6:30 
REGISTRATION LINK   PASSWORD: PHEAA

PRESENTATION BY AMY SAWDEY (PHEAA REP)

JUNIORS - SPRING 2022

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://pheaaconf.webex.com/pheaaconf/onstage/g.php?MTID=e5f31e364468e0fea8d8ab7bb86442eb6


OTHER POST-SECONDARY CAREER OPTIONS

• ARMED SERVICES/MILITARY

• TRADE/TECHNICAL SCHOOLS

• COMMUNITY COLLEGE

• GAP YEAR

• UNION/APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS

https://www.gapyearassociation.org/what-is-a-gap-year-2/


Military/Armed Services
The U.S. military has five branches of service: Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Marine 
Corps. The requirements to join are similar for all five.

● Military & Veteran Info
● ASVAB
● USA.gov 

USAGov is the Official Guide to Government Information and Services

Your School Counselor can provide you with recruiter contact information. Recruiters also 
schedule visits in the HS Commons during lunch periods.

https://www.usa.gov/military-and-veterans
https://www.asvabprogram.com/
http://usa.gov/


Skilled Trades
Skilled trades are occupations that require a special skill, knowledge or ability which can 
be obtained at a college, technical school or through specialized training. Skilled trades 
provide an alternative to jobs that require four years of college education. While skilled 
trades can be separated into many areas such as manufacturing, technology, energy, and 
healthcare, they are generally divided into the following three categories

Skilled Industrial Trades: welders, machinists, mechanics, tool and die makers, 
programmers

Skilled Construction Trades: electricians, plumbers, gasfitters, carpenters, bricklayers, 
technicians, insulators

Skilled Service Trades: nurses, aides, orderlies, therapists, service technicians



Skilled Trades

Cosmetology

Bidwell Training Center

Community College of Allegheny County

Community College of Beaver County

Nursing Schools (Hospitals)

Pittsburgh Technical College

Rosedale Technical College

Triangle Tech

Vet Tech Institute

Unions/Builders Guild 



Bella Capelli
https://paulmitchell.edu/pittsburgh

Cosmetology
Summary
Paul Mitchell Diploma & State Boards
10 months (1250 hours)
Monday - Friday 9:00a - 4:30p
$19,500 (School Supplies, Kit, and Tuition Costs)

Applicants Must
Complete Application and entrance essay

OTHER PROGRAMS:  
Empire Beauty, N & S Hills Beauty Academy, Toni & Guy 

https://paulmitchell.edu/pittsburgh
https://www.empire.edu/cosmetology-schools/pennsylvania/west-mifflin-pittsburgh?v=local
https://www.shnhbeauty.com/
https://toniguy.edu/academy/washington/


Bidwell Training Center
1815 Metropolitan St., Pgh., PA 15233

https://bidwelltraining.edu/

Chemical laboratory Technician (Associate's Degree) 13 months

Culinary Arts 12 months

Medical Assistant 7 months

Horticulture Technology 8 months

Medical Coder/Biller 8 months

Pharmacy Technician 8 months

▪ No Cost
▪ Full time – Monday through Friday
▪ Must have either high school diploma or GED
▪ Must attend information session, take assessment, 

and interview



Community College of 
Allegheny County
www.ccac.edu

▪ Degrees or Certificates

▪ Two years or less

▪ GED or high school diploma

▪ Est. $10K per year for 
full-time, first-time 
degree/certificate-seeking 
undergraduate students 

http://www.ccac.edu/


Community College of Allegheny 
County

Automotive
Building Construction/maintenance, 
Carpentry
Electrical construction/distribution 
Heating & Air
Heavy Equipment
Ironworker
Mechanical electronics/maintenance
Painters & Allied Trades
Plumber
Sheet Metal
Stationary Engineer
Welding Technology



Community College of Beaver County offers the #1 aviation training program in the 
nation, which  includes four two-year degree programs: Professional Pilot, Air Traffic 
Control, Aerospace Management, and Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (drones).

Programs of Study
Aerospace Management
Air Traffic Control
Aviation Instructor (Certificate)
Professional Pilot
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

● 2 years 
● Additional fees for flying
● High need for all above majors

Community College of Beaver County
http://ccbc.edu/

http://ccbc.edu/


For-Profit Schools
The schools listed below are for-profit institutions that are run and owned by private, 
profit-seeking companies.  

They have been established and operate with the intention of making a profit.  
They are very costly and most colleges/universities will not accept any credits to 
transfer to a four year degree.  

*This is not a complete list*

DeVry U, Kaplan, Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics, 
Strayer U, Triangle Tech, U of Phoenix, Vet Tech Institute



New Century Careers
333 East Carson Street, Pgh, PA 15219

www.ncsquared.com

Machinist
Student will learn the basic of operating pedal grinders, saws, drill press, surface grinders, lathes, 
vertical milling, and CNC machines.  Students will also learn blueprint reading, applied math, 
layout and bench work.
  
Summary:
• 6 months
• Certificate
• NO Cost!
 
Applicants Must:
• Have a high school diploma or GED
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Demonstrate successful performance on an aptitude test
• Completed application with two reference letters
• https://www.ncsquared.com/manufacturing-2000/

http://www.ncsquared.com/
https://www.ncsquared.com/manufacturing-2000/


Nursing
UPMC (Mercy, St. Margaret, Shadyside, Jameson)

West Penn Hospital school of Nursing

Heritage Valley Kennedy School of Nursing (formerly Ohio Valley)

Washington Hospital (Nursing & Radiology)

Summary
RN (Registered Nurse) 
Full time 16 - 22 months 
Tuition/program typically costs about $30K

Applicants Must:
• Typically need C+ higher in science/labs 
• Cumulative 2.5 unweighted GPA
• TEAS Pre-entrance Exam
• 2 letters of recommendation
• Completed application

https://www.upmc.com/healthcare-professionals/education/schools-of-nursing
https://www.ahn.org/health-care-professionals/education/nursing/west-penn-hospital
https://www.heritagevalley.org/pages/school-of-nursing
https://whs.org/school-of-nursing/


Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics
5 Allegheny County Airport, West Mifflin, PA 15212

www.pia.edu

Aviation Maintenance Technology
Aviation Electronics Technology
 
Summary:
• 21 months
• Associate Degree
• Classes M-Friday 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM

Applicants Must:
• Have a high school diploma or a GED
• Take math skills assessment test to assess the student’s educational needs
• Completed application

http://www.pia.edu/


Pittsburgh Technical College
https://ptcollege.edu/

1111 Mckee Road, Oakdale, PA 15071 
(412) 809-5100

With more than 30 programs, Pittsburgh Technical College prepares students for career 
success. On-campus, degree-seeking students have internships or clinical rotations 
before graduation.

Applicants Must
1. Upload a copy of your transcript(s) so that we can review the application for acceptance.
2. Complete an online background check only if your program requires it 
3. Submit your $100 tuition deposit, since it’s a step toward securing admission. All fees are fully refundable, if you are 

not accepted at this time.
4. Submit your $350 housing deposit if you plan to live in PTC housing.
5. Submit your housing paperwork (you’ll tell us about yourself and sign housing documents).
6. Find directions on completing your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid), and information on both grants 

and scholarships (money towards tuition that you don’t need to pay back) and student/parent loan options.
7. Attending required orientation will be your last step before your first day in class.

https://ptcollege.edu/
https://ptcollege.edu/programs/
https://ptcollege.edu/internships/


Rosedale Technical College
215 Beecham Drive, Pgh, PA 15205

www.rosedaletech.org

Students have the opportunity to learn in a friendly, family environment with knowledgeable 
instructors. An associate in specialized technology (AST) degree can be earned in just 16 
months.

Ranked #11 in the nation for top trade schools by Forbes in 2018 as well as a 2019-2020 
Military Friendly® Top Ten School (Ranked 8th).

 
Applicants Must
 Have a high school diploma or a GED
 Successfully complete and pass a recognized scholastic entrance exam.
 Participate in a personal interview and be referred to the Director of Admissions for 
acceptance

 16 month program (apx. $28,000)

http://www.rosedaletech.org/


Triangle Tech
www.triangle-tech.edu

Summary:
• 16 months
• 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM  Monday thru Friday

Applicants must:
• Have a high school diploma or GED

CADD w/Additive Manufacturing & 3D Printing Technology
Maintenance Electricity & Construction Technology
Refrigeration, Heating, Ventilation, & Air Conditioning Technology
Carpentry & Construction Technology
Welding & Fabrication Technology
Industrial & Structural Welding

http://www.triangle-tech.edu/


Vet Tech Institute
125 Seventh Street Pittsburgh, PA  15222

https://www.vettechinstitute.edu/

• 18 Month Program
•
• Graduates of the Vet Tech Institute 

veterinary technology programs are 
eligible to take the Veterinary 
Technician National Exam (VTNE)

https://www.vettechinstitute.edu/
https://www.vti.edu/our-program/veterinary-technology


Unions/Builders Guild 
www.buildersguild.org

Apprenticeship Programs

 Apprenticeship and ongoing skills enhancement 
training are keys to building a life-long career in the 
construction trade unions.

 http://www.buildersguild.org/index.php/union-apprenticeships

Applicant Must
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Have a high school diploma or GED
• Valid PA driver’s license
• Suitable transportation
• Be drug free

Pre-Qualification Application

http://www.buildersguild.org/
http://www.buildersguild.org/index.php/union-apprenticeships
http://www.buildersguild.org/index.php/contact-info/pre-qualification-application


Unions
• Boilermakers
• Bricklayers & Allied Crafts
• Carpenters 
• Cement Masons
• Electricians
• Elevator Constructors
• Insulators
• Ironworkers
• Laborers
• Operating Engineers
• Painters, Drywall Finishers, Glaziers
• Plasterers
• Plumbers
• Roofers
• Sheet Metal Workers
• Sprinkler Fitters
• Steamfitters



PARKWAY WEST STUDENTS

https://www.parkwaywest.org/

● Job Postings
● Co-Ops
● Recruiting Events
● Scholarship Opportunities

https://www.parkwaywest.org/


QUESTIONS?
email your school counselor




